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LINEAR PARK E11 : PLOT LINES
Call-out for former residents’ stories

A project by Matter Architecture & Lucy Harrison

The proposal
Our winning scheme for Linear Park in Leyton is part of 
Making Places, an initiative funded by Waltham Forest 
Council to deliver creative projects across the borough. 
Plot Lines traces the pattern of previous houses along the 
more than half a kilometer of park in strips of lavender, with 
historic stories inscribed on plaques amongst meadow 
grasses and Џowers.

This project is a collaboration between Matter Architecture 
and the artist Lucy Harrison. The project will build on our 
knowledge of the borough and experience of working 
with communities to explore social history, as well as 
discover and reveal the people and history of houses 
that were previously on or near the site, from the lives of 
residents of the Victorian houses that once stood there, to 
the campaign to prevent the M11 link road. The footprints 
of some of these buildings will be plot along the length 
of the park using herbs and perennial planting, alongside 
fragments of stories collated from research.

The lavender strips will create different sections which 
could be utilised in various ways by local residents. Some 
of these would include herbs which would be an excellent 
resource for community workshops or reminiscence 
sessions, sensory or gardening, activities, children’s 
storytelling or educational sessions. 

Inputs from residents and local communities will help to 
shape the programme and we would hope to engage 
as many of them as possible to create a vibrant place for 
people to enjoy as part of their daily lives.

This online PDF map of the Linear Park will act as an archive of information 
gathered through the workshops and will be updated regularly.

The Left-hand side of this page describes the project and the process behind it.
The Right-hand side is a clickable map to view the stories relating to the former 
buildings on Grove Green Rd.

Stories and information we gather will be added to the map, via a clickable 
coloured plot, leading to a page containing the information gathered.

If you wish to Ўnd out more about the project or share stories, please contact 
Lucy Harrison at linearparkplotlines@gmail.com or call 07537 180033

Plot Lines proposal for Linear Park
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Concept showing the lavender strips created from the footprints of former houses
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173 Grove Green Rd Click to go back to Linear Park map

Information provided during Vestry House workshop
(April 2018)

In 1911, John Herring, a typewriter repairer from 
Bermondsey, lived here with his wife Amy Rosina, 
an assistant forewoman from Bow. Following 
this, from 1913 Elizabeth Webb lived here on her 
own for some years before the Gridley family, 
who previously lived at 179 Grove Green Road, 
moved into the house. It is likely that the house 
was split into Џats, as it was inhabited by several 
different couples at the same time during the 20s 
and 30s, including Edward and Emily Etly, Harry 
and Emily Tibbett, George and Lily Harrison, 
and Arthur and Teresa Bodkin, along with the 
Gridleys.

Arthur Gridley was born in 1862 and his wife 
Elizabeth in 1857, and as Elizabeth does not 
appear on the records in 1936, it seems likely that 
she had died in her late 70s. Edwin appeared for 
the last time in 1937 when he would have been 
75.

If you have any information about  the former Green Grove Rd house number 
159 to 307, please contact Lucy Harrison at linearparkplotlines@gmail.com

Known former residents:

1896
James Charles Beesley

1908, 1910
George F Cordwell

1911
John Edward Herring, a 
typewriter repairer, age 25 from 
Bermondsey, and his wife Amy 
Rosina from Bow, an assistant 
forewoman.

1913
Elizabeth Webb – also in 1913 
Kelly’s – widow?
Div. 3 voter “successive” for this 
property + 166 Grove Green 
Road

1914 Elizabeth Webb upper 
part
1915
James Thompson Rumage

1919-20
Elizabeth Gridley – 1858 born in 
Shaftesbury
Edwin Charles Gridley- born 
1862 – married Elizabeth in 
1890- Railway Signalman born 
in Leytonstone
Sidney Alfred Moore

1922, 1937
Edwin Gridley

1929
Edward & Emily Etly
Edwin Charles Gridley
Elizabeth Gridley
Emily Elizabeth Tibbett
Harry Porter Tibbett

1930-32
Edwin Gridley
Elizabeth Gridley
George Edward Harrison
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201 Grove Green Rd 

Information provided during Vestry House workshop
(April 2018)

In the late 19th century and early 20th century, 
Charles and Margaret Culley, who were Џorists 
lived in 201 Grove Green Road. Later on the 
Bourne family lived here, and Peggy Webster 
remembers them. Arthur William Bourne (aka 
Frank Arthur Bourne) was the Mayor of Leyton in 
1949-50.

If you have any information about  the former Green Grove Rd house number 
159 to 307, please contact Lucy Harrison at linearparkplotlines@gmail.com

Click to go back to Linear Park map

Known former residents:

Built in 1896

1896, 1908, 1915, 1922
Charles Culley, Џorist

1918
Charles and Margaret on 
electoral register under Collins

1925-31
Mrs M Culley - OW - 
Occupational QualiЎcation to 
vote

1932 
Margaret Culley (living with 
Philip and Florence Durrant) 
Florence had qualiЎcation to 
vote through her husband (DW)

1933
Arthur Wm. Bourne – (Frank 
Arthur? Peggy Webster knew 
them)
Ellen Elizabeth

Leonard Richard (Eddie – info 
from Peggy)
Nellie Fue
Wm Bourne

Arthur Wm. Bourne aka Frank 
Arthur Bourne, Mayor of Leyton 
1949-50.

1960-61
Edith A.L and Frank H. Bourne
No. 201 in register of electors

1937, 1939
Wm Bourne

In 1949 there was a tobacconist 
on Leytonstone High Road by 
the name of Bourne – could be 
connected? 

1962, 1964, 1974, nobody on 
electoral register
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